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“To be known and read” by all.. ..

Surprised Lawyer

So let’s get real. This church is
treading on thin ice with this
Christmas mumbo-jumbo! Argu
ments against first-day observance
are weakened by this hypocrisy....
If Jesus was not born on December
25 as His birthday, then how can
merely saying that “we can show
true respect to Jesus by bringing to
Him gifts and offerings” on this
Catholic holy day actually show
Him true respect? I submit it shows
true respect to the author o f the
day, papal Rome!
In 1983 President Reagan signed
into law 5 USC No. 6103, which
recodified 5 USC 87 which already
recodified R.S.D.C. sec. 993, p. 116
making Christmas and New Year’s
Day holidays to “... be treated and
considered as is the first day o f the
week com m only called Sunday.”
There was no national debate on
this issue, and m ost Americans are
unaware that the federal holidays
originated on the basis o f fraudu
lent claims o f Sunday sacredness.
But you now know. Repent and
confess this error.
Gayle E. Slaughter
Attorney at Law
Lexington, Kentucky

I was surprised to discover in a
recent Perspective Digest that I am a
lawyer! That certainly will add a
new dimension to my Bible teach
ing at Weimar College!
Ken LeBrun
Via E-mail:
bdonesky@weimar.edu

• Ken, you should understand
that any degree I confer is purely
honorary.— R.R.H.
Holiday Cheer
Recently I was privileged to wit
ness to an associate pastor o f a local
Baptist church who had been con
victed by the Holy Spirit that
Christmas-keeping had nothing to
do with the will o f God. When I
showed this pastor how Christmas
was o f Catholic origin and its
“sanctity” was derived from pur
ported Sunday sacredness, he im
mediately saw the error o f Sunday
keeping. Had I been the hypocrite
this church is teaching its members
to be, I could not have been used by
G od to open this man’s eyes to the
biblical Sabbath....
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Low Point, High Point
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logic.” Further: “To keep the Sab
bath is to take G od at His word
despite our five senses’inability to
perceive evidence that to do so is
reasonable.”
The author compares the Sab
bath to the tree o f knowledge in the
Garden o f Eden. In speaking o f the
fruit and why it was not to be eaten,
the author goes on to say, “So it is
with the Sabbath. The only reason
to prefer Saturday over Sunday is
because G od said so; there is no
other reason.”
Were Adam and Eve not to eat o f
the tree merely because G od said
not to? No. There were good rea
sons G od warned them o f the tree.
It was to protect them. For it was
only at the tree that Satan could
have access to them. I would say it’s
the same with Sabbathkeeping;
there must be good reasons to keep
it that are logical and make sense.
Inspiration tells us that we will cele
brate the Sabbath in heaven (Isa.
66:23). If the Sabbath is merely a
test o f our obedience, why would
we celebrate it throughout eternal
ages with God? It would seem the
Sabbath is filled with a significance
as broad as eternity itself. What a
gift G od has given us to remember
all H e’s done to secure the universe
forever from all that would com e

Hats off to Brother Charles
Rentfro, if w e’re looking for mathe
maticians. I’m glad such 24 elders
information is not essential to our
salvation. I follow his figures about
the way Dwight Nelson did som e o f
his evolution-disproving presenta
tion on Net ’98 last eve.
I recall, with deep grief and con
cern, the experiences behind
Richard Davidson’s honest and
heartfelt confession o f heretical
goings on in his own education
days. And I share his distress when
self-sacrificing parents confront
him with the erosion o f faith in
Scriptures. Thank God, Davidson
came to his senses when he did.
The “Epistles” are always a high
point for me.
Blossom Vassar
Livingston, New York

An Irrational Sabbath?
After reading “Is the Sabbath
Really in Revelation?” (PD 3:3) I
was disheartened by the conclusion
the author came to in regard to why
the Sabbath is important and why it
should be kept.
The author [Jon Paulienl as
serted that the Sabbath is an ideal
test o f our obedience because it
lacks reason, has no “self-interest,”
is “irrational,” and is “lacking in
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between us and Him. The Sabbath
as a gift from G od restores us, pro
tects us, and m ost o f all affords the
time in which He comm unes with
us.
To speak o f the Sabbath merely
in terms o f testing our obedience
and to obey only because G od says
so, in my opinion greatly minimizes
the meaning o f such an important
day. As Seventh-day Adventists we
should strive to enter into the joy o f
obedience by understanding what it
means to obey.
Loren Smith
Loma Linda, California
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nificant way. All the rest have a
rationale in reason and self-interest.”
He then points out that secular
people well understand these
elements in the other nine com
mandments. But the Sabbath
commandment, Paulien observes,
“is so lacking in logic and selfinterest that secular people find it
hard to take seriously.... After all,
no one has been able to demon
strate [a key word in his argument]
any logical or scientific basis for
assuming one day to be m ore spe
cial to G od than any other.... To
keep the Sabbath is to take G od at
His word despite our five senses’ [as
distinguished from faith] inability
to perceive evidence that to do so is
reasonable.”
Paulien observes that Sabbath
keeping rests on G od ’s Word. That
is, on faith in the Creator who gave
it to us as His gift. “It is, therefore,”
he observes, “a go o d test o f our
trust in G od and His Word, which
we [not secular people] believe to
give a reliable account o f the mind
and will o f God.”

• Tm sure that Jon Paulien
would join me in saying “Amen” to
much o f what Loren Smith has
written. But Smith takes much o f
Paulien’s argument far beyond its
context. Paulien makes a point that
virtually every Seventh-day
Adventist evangelist has made at
som e point or another. Further, he
is discussing the Sabbath as it is
presented in Revelation 13: “a
defining issue in the final crisis.” In
that context, he observes that the
Sabbath is an ideal test whether
people are truly loyal to God.
Why? “The Sabbath com m and
differs from the other nine in a sig
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Sm ith’s response strays far from
the qualifiers I’ve italicized, which
are critical to Paulien’s argument.
Let me conclude by inviting Smith
to fall off a ship one dark night in
the South Pacific. Half-conscious,
he drifts for a few days, how many
he cannot be sure, and awakens one
m orning on an atoll that harbors a
society o f scientists. A century
before, he discovers, they fled civi
lization, discarding its conventions
and even its calendar.
Smith, as a loyal Sabbathkeeping
Adventist, wants to keep the Sab
bath. But, having no idea how long
he drifted, doesn ’t even know
which day is the seventh. Nor do
the scientists, who on their arrival
at the atoll, adopted a 10-day week.
They do, however, have a scientific
interest in Sm ith’s Sabbathkeeping
practice and ask him to give them a
logical and scientific basis for it.
So being a logical person, he
begins with the Ten Com m and
ments. They concede the value o f
several o f the prohibitions, and say
they developed a similar code for
their society. Then Smith delivers a
stem-winding lecture on seventhday Sabbathkeeping. The scientists
concede the need for rest, and
respond that they take off work one
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day in 10. But one specific day in
seven? “Certainly it would make
sense to rest one day in seven if
your homeland has a seven-day
week,” one responds. “But, pray
tell, where is the logic in insisting
on one specific day o f the seven?”
Here one scientist tries to help
Smith. “Look, if everyone in your
society rests on that day, we can see
the value in family and societal
togetherness.” But Sm ith’s under
standing o f Revelation 13 w on’t
permit him to accept an agreement
based on that logic.
At that point, restored to his five
senses, I think Smith would agree
with Paulien and a generation o f
Adventist evangelists: Nothing in
nature, nothing in reason, nothing
in self-interest— nothing distin
guishes the Sabbath from any other
day o f the 10 on the atoll or the
seven on our calendars. Nothing.
Nothing but faith. Smith would be
left with one, only one, com pelling
reason: G od said so.— R.R.H.
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